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swarthy. Some individuals with a strong innate
tendency in this direction would doubtless exist,
and on them and their similarly endowed progeny,
the success of the race would primarily, and might
wholly depend. At the same time, there might be
many individuals in whom the constitutional tendency
in the direction of swarthiness was too weak and
incipient to be of use. If these, or some of them,
made up for their lack of natural swarthiness by
a great susceptibility to acquired swarthiness, to
becoming tanned by the sun, it is conceivable that
this modification, though never taking organic root,
might serve as a life-saving screen until coincident
congenital variations in the direction of swarthiness
had time to grow strong and become of selection
value. We can also imagine that a stock without
great mental ability might succeed, in conditions
where a premium was put on brains, by their
application and docility, till eventually innate
variations in the direction of real cleverness became
established in the stock. Similarly, many animals
by increased ' will-power* or intelligence may survive
until bodily variations of an adaptive kind arise to
economise the higher energies. Here and every-
where we venture to say that the more anthropo-
morphic we can reasonably make our conception of
organic evolution the truer it is likely to be.

A third answer to Spencer's second difficulty is
afforded by Weismann's subtle theory of Germinal
Selection.]

(3) f< Advantageous variations, not preserved in
nature as they are by the breeder, are liable to be
swamped by crossing or to disappear by atavism."ortance that the inhabitants should becomeSelection.
